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During this time, the 1830s, in British North America (what we now call Canada), the people who make up the government do not want a change. Why not? Because they have ALL of the power!

What is a responsible government? One where the people are elected and they must do what is best for the colony, not just what is best for the Elite (rich, powerful member of society) or what is best for Great Britain. That is what is happening at this time.

Here are some opinions of certain groups at this time:

The churches
At this time, in the colonies, the people listen to what the church has to say. The priests and ministers gave their opinions and encouraged people to choose a side of the argument: are you FOR or AGAINST a responsible government. Most Catholic and Anglican churches are against a change in the government, because they have a lot of power too. In Newfoundland, the Catholic church there feels that a responsible government would mean that the people of Newfoundland would be treated fairly. The other religions (Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian) want a change of government too.

The newspapers

All the newspapers are talking about reform (change) to the government. The famous politicians own the majority of the newspapers so that they can communicate their ideas to the world. The Editor-in-Chiefs decide which “Letters to the Editor” to publish – they will use the ones that support what they write in their opinion editorials. It doesn’t matter if the information in the letters is accurate or not, or if it is even true!
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Heading for rebellions in Upper-Canada (Ontario) in 1837

· The Elite have the best lands

· The government forces everyone to pay taxes, even on things that they won’t be allowed/able to use (like the canal system for water transportation)

· Many rural families are facing famine

· The Reformers have the support of the farmers, new immigrants (especially those who are victims of discrimination)

· The governor forced the Reformers to leave their positions in the Legislative Assembly

· In 1836, they seek vengeance!

Rebellions in Upper-Canada
· Begins in December 1837. Dec. 5, 700 men march towards Toronto. The government here has organized a militia (volunteer soldiers) to protect Toronto. The Reformers lose in a few days.

· Ends in 1838, with 880 Reformers being arrested: 20 are hanged, 92 are sent to jail colonies (like Bermuda & Australia), 26 are expelled from British North America. The remaining 742 were eventually freed.

Heading for rebellions in Lower-Canada (Ontario) in 1837
· The French fear that they will lose their language and their culture because of the new immigrants who speak English

· The farmers fear that there won’t be any good lands left for future generations if the new immigrants keep buying up the land.

· Poor harvests and the new immigrants arriving with cholera (could die from it). With all of this, they feel that the government should have offered more help than they did.

· The Patriots have the support of the farmers and the Irish immigrants who are also victims of discrimination.

· The Patriots sent their complaints to the British government in 1834. Their solution? To give more power to the governor in the colony! This angers the Patriots and they want revenge!
Rebellions in Lower-Canada
· Begins November 23, 1837 with a battle between the Patriots and the British

· Ends in 1838 after 3 battles. Patriots lose because they do not have any military experience, not enough rifles and not enough men. 800 Patriots are arrested, 12 of them are hanged, 58 are sent to jail colonies. The remaining 720 are eventually freed.

Results of these Rebellions?
· The Durham Report: Great Britain sent Lord Durham to investigate the rebellions and find a solution. He suggested 2 things:

1. Unite Upper and Lower Canada in 1 colony: The Province of Canada. This would help control the French population and hopefully the French culture would disappear.

2. Give responsible government to the Province of Canada, because Lord Durham believed that everyone deserved the right to an education and the right to vote.

· The British government agreed to creating ONE province but refused to give them responsible government.
