Social Studies 30: Unit 1                        Individualism and Collectivism         adapted from               K. Gilchrist


Social Studies 30
Unit 1: Identity and Ideology

Individualism vs. Collectivism

Instructions: Please read the following notes and complete the accompanying activities which examine the concepts of individualism and collectivism. 


Individualism: 
an ideology based on the primacy of individual freedom; values the freedom and worth of the individual, sometimes over the security and welfare of the group. A supporter of the principles of individualism might be referred to as an individualist. 

Collectivism: 
an ideology based on the primacy of collective welfare; values the goals of the group and the common good over the goals of any one individual. A supporter of the principles of collectivism might be referred to as a collectivist.   

Major Components of Collectivism and Individualism

Cultural psychologists have conducted considerable research since 1980 to identify the main values of individualism and collectivism. (Chart is adapted from Global Systems)
	Collectivism
	Individualism

	· The survival of the collective takes precedence over that of the individual.
· Personal potential is attained through collective development.
· Uniformity and conformity are the ideal.
· Collective identity is defined by group membership.
· Conformity to group norms, obedience, and harmony are expected.
· The group is able and entitled to know what its members do and think in private.
· Collective responsibility is expected; the entire group is responsible for the actions of its members. Collective efforts are believed to be superior.
· Cooperation and conformity are the best way to achieve goals.
· The group assumes responsibility for the well-being of its members. 

· Fulfilment of the group's obligations is important; actions are guided by group interests. 

· Sharing of wealth, egalitarianism, public or collective ownership are important.
· Rights of the group take precedence; individual rights are secondary.
	· Individual self-worth; ultimate moral authority lies with the individual.
· Personal potential is developed through individual effort.
· Each person is unique.
· A person's identity is defined by personal characteristics.
· The individual makes independent decisions and judgements. 
· The person has the right to privacy; people should not interfere ill what another person does and thinks.
· The individual is morally and/or legally responsible for personal actions.
· Emphasis on individual initiative and personal achievement.
· Excellence attained and goals met through competition.
· The individual is responsible for personal well-being.
· Fulfilment of individual needs and interests; actions guided by self-interest.
· Material rewards and wealth are not
   shared; property is held privately.
· The individual's rights are paramount and protected by laws.


Principles of Individualism and Collectivism
Please take notes from Perspectives on Ideology on the principles of individualism (pages 71-
79) and the principles of collectivism (pages 80-86). [Analogous pages in -2]
	Principles of Collectivism
	Principles of Individualism

	economic equality


	rule of law


	cooperation
	individual rights and freedoms


	public property
	private property


	collective interest
	economic freedom


	collective responsibility
	self-interest


	adherence to collective norms
	competition



Review the major components of collectivism and individualism in the chart above, and then 

	Governments should monitor the Internet, and remove any content that is offensive, obscene or hurtful. 
	An individualist would say…


	A collectivist would say…

	
	Because….


	Because….

	School uniforms should be mandatory in all public schools.
	An individualist would say…


	A collectivist would say…

	
	Because….


	Because….



	College and university tuition should be paid by the government through tax dollars.
	An individualist would say…


	A collectivist would say…



	
	Because….


	Because….




complete the information in the chart below. 
(Social 30-2)






Examine the following issues by completing this chart. As you examine the issues try to decide what position would be taken by the individualist and what position would be taken by the collectivist. The answers to this chart are not simple “yes or no” answers. You must indicate why an individualist or collectivist might feel this way. (30-1)
	Issue
	Position of the Collectivist
	Position of the Individualist

	Should governments impose

restrictions on the use of firearms?
	
	

	Should governments increase the legal drinking age?
	
	

	Should governments provide

financial aid to citizens?
	
	

	Should governments provide

funds for day-care programs?
	
	

	Should governments control the activities of business?
	
	

	Should governments provide

loans to students?
	
	


