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Social Studies 30-1
WWII Conferences and Agreements

	Conference
	Date
	Participants
	Major Decisions

	Atlantic Conference

(Newfoundland)


	August 1941
	Churchill

Roosevelt
	· Discuss help for Britain in the Atlantic War and for Stalin in the European was; sign the Atlantic Charter, a statement of principles and aims

	Casablanca Conference

(Casablanca, Morocco)
	January  1943
	Churchill

Roosevelt
	· FDR agrees to put off invasion of France and concentrate on intensifying air war

· decided that after the North African campaign was complete, the Allies would attack and occupy Sicily, possibly leading to a campaign into mainland Italy
· agreed that the first objective of the war should be the unconditional surrender of Nazi Germany (which Stalin will agree to during the Teheran Conference)

	Quebec Conference

(Quebec City, Quebec)
	August 1943
	Churchill

Mackenzie King

Roosevelt
	· Americans demand and get British approval for Operation Overlord (invasion of France)

· secret Quebec Agreement signed between Churchill and FDR to share nuclear technology

	Cairo Conference

(Cairo, Egypt)
	November 22-26, 1943
	Churchill

Roosevelt

Chiang Kai-shek
	· planned the war against Japan
· liberate Korea from Japanese occupation
· Nationalist forces under Chiang Kai-shek were united with Mao’s communist forces against Japanese invaders 

	Teheran Conference

(Teheran, Iran)
	November 28-December 1, 1943
	Churchill
Roosevelt

Stalin
	· First meeting of the Big Three

· agreed to concentrate on defeating Germany first by opening up a second front in northern France in June, 1944 
· USSR would declare war on Japan after the defeat of Germany 
· accept only unconditional surrender and no separate peace arrangements for any ally 
· Red Army would liberate and occupy central and eastern Europe 

· Germany and Berlin (the capital city) would be divided into zones of occupation by the Soviets, Americans and British 

· American and British forces would liberate and occupy the western part of Europe 

· This agreement led to the creation of the spheres of influence that dominated the Cold War in Europe until 1990
· National self-determination and free elections were to determine the form of governments in the liberated states 

· Poland's border would shift to west (absorbing some German territory) and be re-established in the east at the Curzon Line 

	Bretton Woods Conference
(Bretton Woods, NH, USA)
	July 1-22, 1944
	Representatives of 44 countries
	· Works out plan to ensure post-WWII financial stability
· Establishes the “Bretton Woods Trio”: IMF, GATT, World Bank

	Moscow Conference

(Moscow, Russia)
	October 9, 1944
	Churchill

Stalin
	· Churchill flew to Moscow to discuss the forms of government of Soviet occupied territory with Stalin 

· Agreed that the current zones of occupation in central and eastern Europe continue:  Soviets have a 90% interest in Romania, 70% in Bulgaria and Hungary, 50% in Yugoslavia and 10% in Greece; US and Britain would have a similar dominant control of the western sphere of influence 

· Roosevelt, although not in attendance due to a US presidential election, concurred with this arrangement 

	Yalta Conference

(Yalta, USSR)
	February 4-11, 1945
	Churchill

Roosevelt

Stalin
	· distrust between wartime allies beginning to grow 
· agreed on the structure of the German and Berlin zones of occupation:  three zones, Soviets in the east, British and American in the west (which was further subdivided to give France a share of the western zone) 

· governments in liberated nations (freed from fascist control) were to set up democratic governments 

· agreed to set up the United Nations to replace the League of Nations 

· Soviets promised to enter the war against Japan within three months of an Allied victory in Europe (which actually occurs in May, 1945); USSR to granted a sphere of influence in Manchuria and some Japanese territory 

· Germany was required to pay reparations in equipment, goods and labor (although this was never imposed) 

· could not agree on what government would be recognized in Poland 
· Roosevelt dies shortly after this conference ends, replaced by Harry S. Truman as President

	San Francisco Conference

(San Francisco, USA)
	April 25- June 26, 1945
	Delegates from 50 countries
	· Completes the work begun at the Dumbarton Oaks Conference (Washington, D.C. August 21-29, 1944); at Dumbarton Oaks, delegates from 39 countries had agreed to the formation of the United Nations

· At the San Francisco Conference the UN Charter was completed

	Potsdam Conference

(Potsdam, Germany)
	July 17-August 2, 1945
	Truman

Churchill (replaced by Attlee)

Stalin
	· often seen as the beginning of the Cold War due to mistrust and disagreements 

· could not agree on which government represented the Poles, the London Polish government exiled in Britain (favored by the West) or the Lublin government favored by the Soviets 
· discussed conduct of war with Japan, but concealed atomic bomb secret 

·  Soviets not yet declared war on Japan (will actually happen on August 8, 1945, Japan will surrender on September 2, 1945); Soviets will regain control of Lüshun  (Port Arthur), the Manchurian railway system and the southern half of Sakhalin Island lost in the 1904-05 Russo-Japanese War 

· agreed to allow US and British militaries to administer the Western sphere of influence, Soviet Union to administer the Eastern sphere (thereby creating a bipolar world) 
· Churchill is replaced by Clement Atlee, leader of the Labour Party, which had defeated Churchill's Conservative Party in the election held during this conference


