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Social Studies 20-1: Nationalism

Unit 1: Document Based Analysis (DBA) 
of the French Revolution

Part A: Cahiers de doléances (Notebooks of Grievances)

Carefully examine the three cahiers from March 1789 and answer the following questions. (10 marks)


1. Identify the political and economic conditions in France at the time of the writing of these cahiers. 

2. What points of agreement can you find in these three cahiers?

3. What points of disagreement can you find in these three cahiers?


Part B: Declaration of the Rights of Man

More than almost any other set of ideas in history, the ideas of the Enlightenment had a direct effect upon events. When the French Revolution began in 1789, the revolutionaries had Enlightenment ideas very clearly in mind. Nowhere is this more evident than in the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, pronounced on August 26, 1789. This historic document laid down the principles that the revolutionaries wanted to follow in governing France. The document that follows reflects in almost every one of its seventeen clauses some key idea from the Enlightenment writers. The Declaration, adopted by the National Assembly in the early days of the French Revolution, was meant as a pledge of what the Assembly intended to accomplish for the people of France. As you will see, it is full of grand ideas of freedom and equality. Examine it now, keeping in mind this represents the ideas of the philosophes that inspired the Revolution.
Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen

Approved by the National Assembly of France, August 26, 1789

The representatives of the French people, organized as a National Assembly, believing that the ignorance, neglect, or contempt of the rights of man are the sole cause of public calamities and of the corruption of governments, have determined to set forth in a solemn declaration the natural, unalienable, and sacred rights of man, in order that this declaration, being constantly before all the members of the Social body, shall remind them continually of their rights and duties; in order that the acts of the legislative power, as well as those of the executive power, may be compared at any moment with the objects and purposes of all political institutions and may thus be more respected, and, lastly, in order that the grievances of the citizens, based hereafter upon simple and incontestable principles, shall tend to the maintenance of the constitution and redound to the happiness of all.

Therefore the National Assembly recognizes and proclaims, in the presence and under the auspices of the Supreme Being, the following rights of man and of the citizen:

Articles:

1. Men are born and remain free and equal in rights. Social distinctions may be founded only upon the general good. 

2. The aim of all political association is the preservation of the natural and imprescriptible rights of man. These rights are liberty, property, security, and resistance to oppression. 

3. The principle of all sovereignty resides essentially in the nation. No body nor individual may exercise any authority which does not proceed directly from the nation. 

4. Liberty consists in the freedom to do everything which injures no one else; hence the exercise of the natural rights of each man has no limits except those which assure to the other members of the society the enjoyment of the same rights. These limits can only be determined by law. 

5. Law can only prohibit such actions as are hurtful to society. Nothing may be prevented which is not forbidden by law, and no one may be forced to do anything not provided for by law. 

6. Law is the expression of the general will. Every citizen has a right to participate personally, or through his representative, in its foundation. It must be the same for all, whether it protects or punishes. All citizens, being equal in the eyes of the law, are equally eligible to all dignities and to all public positions and occupations, according to their abilities, and without distinction except that of their virtues and talents. 

7. No person shall be accused, arrested, or imprisoned except in the cases and according to the forms prescribed by law. Any one soliciting, transmitting, executing, or causing to be executed, any arbitrary order, shall be punished. But any citizen summoned or arrested in virtue of the law shall submit without delay, as resistance constitutes an offense. 

8. The law shall provide for such punishments only as are strictly and obviously necessary, and no one shall suffer punishment except it be legally inflicted in virtue of a law passed and promulgated before the commission of the offense. 

9. As all persons are held innocent until they shall have been declared guilty, if arrest shall be deemed indispensable, all harshness not essential to the securing of the prisoner's person shall be severely repressed by law. 

10. No one shall be disquieted on account of his opinions, including his religious views, provided their manifestation does not disturb the public order established by law. 

11. The free communication of ideas and opinions is one of the most precious of the rights of man. Every citizen may, accordingly, speak, write, and print with freedom, but shall be responsible for such abuses of this freedom as shall be defined by law. 

12. The security of the rights of man and of the citizen requires public military forces. These forces are, therefore, established for the good of all and not for the personal advantage of those to whom they shall be intrusted. 

13. A common contribution is essential for the maintenance of the public forces and for the cost of administration. This should be equitably distributed among all the citizens in proportion to their means. 

14. All the citizens have a right to decide, either personally or by their representatives, as to the necessity of the public contribution; to grant this freely; to know to what uses it is put; and to fix the proportion, the mode of assessment and of collection and the duration of the taxes. 

15. Society has the right to require of every public agent an account of his administration. 

16. A society in which the observance of the law is not assured, nor the separation of powers defined, has no constitution at all. 

17. Since property is an inviolable and sacred right, no one shall be deprived thereof except where public necessity, legally determined, shall clearly demand it, and then only on condition that the owner shall have been previously and equitably indemnified.

The following is a list of eight ideas about politics that Enlightenment writers wanted to achieve. For each of these ideas, find the clause or clauses in the Declaration of the Rights of Man which reflect that idea, and write the number of the clause that applies in the space provided, and provide justification for your selection. It is recommended that you recreate this chart on a separate piece of paper in order to give yourself enough space to write your answers. (16 marks)
	Enlightenment Ideas
	Clause or Clauses from the Declaration

	1. There should be equality of taxation.
	

	2. Government must follow a set of rules (a 
    constitution).


	

	3. Laws should be fair and equal; all people should 
    have the same rights.
	

	4. The people should have much more say in 
    government.
	

	5. Government should serve the people; the people  

    should not serve the government.
	

	6. People should be granted freedom of speech.
	

	7. People should enjoy freedom of religion.
	

	8. All people are equal; there should be no 
    Estates. 
	


TOTAL        /26

A CAHIER FROM THE THIRD ESTATE OF THE DISTRICT OF DOURDON


The King should ensure that…


Government


court judges be chosen from all orders…


court cases be tried in public places, court decisions be based on the stated law and that punishments be applied equally to all convicted persons regardless of their rank in society…


all accused persons have lawyers to represent them…


the death penalty be applied less frequently…


every arrested person be brought to trial within 48 hours…


the property of all citizens be guaranteed…


Economic 


taxes be granted only with the consent of the Estates General…


taxes like the salt tax (gabelle) be abolished and replaced with other taxes…


everyone be taxed equally…


farmers be allowed to kill animals that are destroying their crops…


all tolls within France be abolished…


Education


12. schools be established where the poor 


      will be admitted without cost…





A CAHIER FROM THE NOBLES OF THE DISTRICT OF DOURDON


The King should ensure that…


Government


laws be made by both the King and the Estates General…


individual liberty be guaranteed by allowing an arrested person to consult a lawyer and have the case brought to court within 24 hours…


there be freedom of the press on the condition that the author is responsible…


no citizen be deprived of his job or position without a court judgment…


property is sacred and that no property can be confiscated without adequate payment…


government ministers be responsible to the Estates General…


the Estates General vote by order, not by individual members…


Economic


no tax or loan be made without the consent of the Estates General…


the tithe paid to the Church be abolished and replaced…


certain feudal dues be abolished and that adequate payment be made to compensate nobles who have lost their rights…





A CAHIER FROM THE CLERGY OF THE DISTRICT OF DOURDON


The King should ensure that…


Religion


the Roman Catholic religion be preserved because it is the basis of French law and of the country…


no other religion be allowed and forbid non-Catholics to teach students…


books that present ideas which corrupt the people be strictly censored…


before a teacher is allowed to instruct students, that person should be proven to be both able and a devout Roman Catholic. Curés (parish priests) should have the right to dismiss teachers who do not perform their jobs properly…


Economic


the Church share some of the burden of taxation with all citizens but that the lands, tithes and rights of the Church be preserved…


all taxes and loans made by the government must first get the approval of the Estates General before they become legal…


people be forbidden to buy noble titles and that these titles should be granted on the basis of merit only…


salt be sold at a low fixed price since it is needed by farmers and their cattle…


farmers be allowed to defend their property against animals…


Government


lettres de cachet be abolished…


members of the Estates General be allowed to vote individually on matters which affect all three orders but there should be a vote by  orders on matters which concern only one order…








